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Abstract

Focusing on Abbas Kiarostami’s Taste of Cherry (1997), this article examines whether elements such
as long takes, restricted camera movement, off-screen sounds, the absence of guiding music, and a
suspense-driven editing pattern are merely stylistic choices or function atastructural level. The cen-
tralissue of thestudyisthedistinction between “style” and “syntactic organization”in minimalist cin-
ema. Adoptingadescriptive-analyticalapproach and employing closeanalysis of selected scenes, the
research integrates Christian Metz’s cinematic syntax, Gilles Deleuze’s concept of “time-image,” Ro-
land Barthes’ notion of the “third meaning,” and Umberto Eco’s idea of the “open work” to investigate
howformalelementsareorganized. Findingsindicatethatinthisfilm, therepetition ofroadjourneys,
thetemporal extension of shots, economical cameramovement, emphasison environmental sounds,
and suspenseful editing operate cumulatively and iteratively across spatial, temporal, and auditory
dimensions. This systematic simultaneity and recurrence elevate stillness from a mere stylistic fea-
tureto astructuring principle in the relationships between shots—a principle that can be termed the
“visual syntax of stillness.” Within this syntax, meaning is generated not through dramatic climaxes
or classical cause-and-effect links, but through suspension, continuity, and informational gaps. The
study thus demonstrates that stillness in Taste of Cherry has a structural function and offers a model

foranalyzing semantic organization in certain examples of modern Iranian cinema.

Keywords: cinema as language, stillness, visual syntax, Abbas Kiarostami, Taste of Cherry,

time-image, third meaning, open work
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