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Derived from the thesis entitled: “An Examination of the Narratives of Naqqali Scrolls
Based on Their Episodic Capacities, with an Emphasis on Foucauldian Discourse

Analysis.”

Abstract

Naqqali is one of the oldest narrative practices in Iran, rooted in oral traditions and stories from the
pre-Islamic period. Over time, nagqali has becomeamedium for retelling Iranian myths, history,and
culture. Drawing on Michel Foucault’s view, knowledge in every historical period is produced within
discursive frameworks of power, and power is never neutral or merely repressive; rather, it also plays
aproductiverolein generating knowledge in order to preserve itself. In different historical contexts,
this ancient performance form has likewise functioned as an instrument for producing “truth,”
knowledge, and concepts. By examining naqqali scrolls and classical Persian texts, one can observe
differences that may be read as reflections of the dominant power discourses in various historical
periods. In this study, three important naqgqgali scrolls—Jame-ye Safavi(\vaos AH), Jame-ye Naygoli (s
AH), and Haft Lashkar (wvav AH)—are analyzed using a historical and comparative approach. This
articleexplorestheinfluenceof powerdiscoursesontheconceptofthe pahlavaninthesethreescrolls.
The findings show that shifts in dominant discourses have led to a transformation in the status of
the pahlavan: over time, the position of the pahlavan has been weakened, and the concept of heroism

has undergone a fundamental redefinition and change.

Keywords: Naqgqali, oral tradition, historical analysis, pahlavan, Foucault, Shahnameh
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