d-) Thearticle’suniqueidentifier (DOT) willbeadded here shortly afteritisassigned

e 5355185 1 iyl oo LS gL g5 T 31 g i)

‘obedky eS| by e

b el elSaols yie suScasle pia Laagieg,S bedols -1
(Jgiao s0iangd) . oolpgd il oty « sodwl pia Lludss sl o680 sgaeislo Y

VE-F/AN0 e ca8lyyo gy
VEFN L5 allie ioyado oy
LA | -

duSS>

4

91 alST Ll L0 5 wiloa_i o ol iy slacassys 6L iz g ol il sLmoaya
.05 e 8lb gLbie ilre g Blual L uas gy o | LaoTg u S oo elg i gy ) UTg LacSuw oo
G 6Lo) 80 8Tl g el L yoleo plalss g cawloasilos pgao widg o oyl il it aipminy Lol 6 S)S5
s e yolso olales )T 0§ S5 Loy bl i agfy 4oy 35 sague T 09480 g Saw s Jlocl
40§ g lo0 0ol aiindS 6y SISl ol LTy g Lassg bl g ulsisl sLagy SIS g aolio LagySog, b
O d—ols3 SagSa (o iag iy e il alivul g sLgilenliS Lganls gley S ying) g (-t g udxi- aiogi sgads
0 sladolu g Blaal luwlis (- uizon g 09480 99— aolio ) Suv g Ul aiidS 6 SSS slaciw Liplaioyin
a0 poio aigSe ulidluiohd aS caal ool g g o Jlgs el g SUgS wlayiiun yo LaySaly ool e ool g Saays
6l oo e i 61555 5l luciapia ol S g bad oo pLisles JUiTy0 yglas g S gy g oo
815 o o1 i L iy ooy ol o Sckag gLzl glaacaco Ly oLl lyicl elaply ol
ot g B iy S Lyscians 00l w gy Sy Lo ol ol s )0 s 6385 1o i 5 lodg g
9 —cladz] slacusdly puaSidle o grec slaglooled g g srm 5L jleslaiwl L plaiepia gl aS el

aoilgislop ag-2 ulhgo -Saays

1Glwdgadbl oS85l o lro alas (uliisl : guudS oy Sjly

1- z.rahbarnia@alzahra.ac.ir
2- a.pilechian@ymail.com

S0
3=l

W Glws) | gl

OkA10
F L)
J..-G-'E

Ol liudand g pgle asly ol slifsBiils —oale aolilind

rt and Aesthetics Studies Quar

erly, Islamic Azad Universit

&



dd/ﬁuwf

Thearticle’suniqueidentifier (DOI)will beadded hereshortly afteritisassigned @

VEF Gl | IA oyl

s

[=]r

_——=a Research Article

Adaptation and Appropriation of Traditional Per-
sian Miniature Painting by Contemporary Iranian
Painters

Zahrarahbarnia' | Ekram pilehchian®

1. Associate Professor, Departmentof Art Research, Faculty of Art, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.

2. Ph.D. Student in Comparative and Analytical History of Islamic Art, Alzahra University,
Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

Receive Date: 2025/12/19

AcceptDate:2026/01/08
Pages:60-77

Abstract

In the realm of contemporary art, the phenomena of adaptation and appropriation have emerged as
prominent approaches that allow painters to consciously borrow images, ideas, styles, and historical
artworkstorecreatetheminnew contextswith different meaningsand objectives. Thisactofadaptation
islikeafragmentofashattered mirrorin contemporary art, reflectinga wide variety of perspectives and
the complexlogic of themodern era. Iranian miniature painting, with itsrich and profound history, has
not been immune to these developments, and contemporary painters have actively engaged with this
tradition by creating new works that involve significant stylistic and conceptual changes. These artists,
influenced by the realities of globalization and the “global village,” interact with the international art
world while using historical miniatures as a way toreflect their own inner thoughtsand modern experi-
ences. Thepresentresearchfocusesontheworksof contemporaryIranian painterstoprovideacompar-
ative study of the approaches, sources, and functions of adaptation and appropriation in their creative
output. The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical and comparative, and the data has been
collected using library and documentary sources. The main goal of the research is to understand how
these artists interact with the traditions of Persian miniature and other visual or conceptual sources,
while also identifying the artistic, cultural, and social consequences of these strategies in various con-
texts. The central question of this study investigates how the process of adaptation leads to the creation

of anindependentvisual identity and innovation in the works of contemporary painters. Furthermore,
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itexplores howtheseartistshaveused traditional miniatureasamedium to express messages of protest,
social criticism, or contemporary cultural concerns. The importance of this research is highlighted by
thefactthatmanyoftheseartists donotview miniature merely as a visual source butasa functional tool

toaddress theissues of the society and the world around them.

The hypothesis of this research suggests that contemporary Iranian painters, through the approach of
appropriation, havenotonly used traditional visual elementsto provideidentity to their works but have
alsocreativelymanipulated and reinterpreted these elementstoserveasavehicle for expressing protest
and critique regarding social and cultural issues. This study analyzes the process of innovation when
dealing with tradition and demonstrates how painters maintain the spirit of Persian miniature while
transforming it with a contemporary visual language. The findings indicate that adaptation and appro-
priation based on traditional miniaturein contemporary Iranian artare not simple or passive reproduc-
tions. Instead, they represent a highly creative and critical process in which artists use a new visual lan-
guage and deep symbolism to challenge the social and cultural realities of their time. By redefining the
boundaries between the pastand the present, these painters have succeeded in creating a unique visual

discourse thatis both rooted in history and responsive to the complexities of the modern world.

Keywords: Formaladaptation, shortfilm, intertextuality, language games, perceptual experience
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