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Abstract

Previous studies by the authors on Bruce Ellis Benson’s theory of “musical dialogue” have primarily fo-
cusedonterminologicalissuesandspecificcasesofimprovisationinIranianclassicalmusic. Thisarticle
examines the less explored ethical dimension of Benson’s theory, drawing on Emmanuel Levinas’s eth-
icsand Hans-Georg Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics. It investigates this dimension in two Irani-
an contexts: the oral, chest-to-chest (sineh-be-sineh) transmission of the radif and the master-disciple
(ostad-shagird) relationship, aswell as Faramarz Payvar’s santur improvisation as an instance of ethical
engagement with tradition, collective memory, and thelistener. The findings show that the Iranian im-
proviser bears responsibility toward multiple forms of the “Other,” including the radif, its diverse nar-
rations, fellow performers, and listeners. This responsibility is grounded neither in strict fidelity nor
unrestricted freedom, but in the concepts of translation, narration, and stewardship. Such an ethical
perspective providesabasisforrethinking the pedagogy and criticism of Iranian improvisation, empha-

sizing that ethical responsibility, alongside technical skill, is integral to musical creativity.

Keywords: Improvisation, Hermeneutic Ethics, the Other, Bruce Ellis Benson, Emmanuel Levi-

nas, Iranian Radif, Faramarz Payvar, Musical Discourse.

Quarterly, Islamic Azad Univer
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