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Abstract

While the tradition of adaptation studies in cinema has long centered on narrative-based transforma-
tionsof novels, plays, and historical texts, recent decades have witnessed the emergence of form-orient-
ed adaptation—a mode that privileges the recreation of form over the reproduction of content. Formal
adaptation is characterized by the absence or reduction of plot, the lack of classical character develop-
ment, and a focus on rhythm, alternation, repetition, silence, and frame composition as the primary
means of expression. This study explores formal adaptation in short films as a practice that translates
the structure, rhythm, and visual logic of non-cinematic works into cinematic language without neces-
sarilyadheringto their narrative content. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach within a compar-
ative framework, it draws on three theoretical perspectives: Gérard Genette’s theory of intertextuality,
in which hypertext may be constructed through structural or formal relations with a prior text; Gilles
Deleuze’sview of cinema as a generator of concepts and pure perceptual experiences; and Ludwig Witt-
genstein’snotion oflanguage games, which situates meaningin useand contextratherthaninreference
alone. Thestudyasks how formaladaptation, by moving beyond narrativereproduction, can serveasan
interformalre-creation that produces perceptual and aesthetic experiences. Through case studies of Pe-
ter Tscherkassky’s Outer Space, Maya Deren’s Meshes of the Afternoon, and Farhad Sheibani’s Silence,
theresearch demonstrates that formal adaptation not only extends the expressive capacities of cinema
butalsotransformsitintoamedium for engaging with language, perception, and memory—at once aes-

thetically innovative and philosophically meaningful.

Keywords: Formaladaptation, shortfilm, intertextuality,language games, perceptual experience
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