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Abstract

Inthe history of world cinema, the representation of women has always been dominated by the male
gaze, and the female body has become an object of observation and desire in many films. In this arti-
cle, based on Laura Mulvey’s feminist theory of the male gaze and her fundamental article entitled Vi-
sual Pleasureand Narrative Cinema (1975), the method of objectification of women in the film Blonde
directed by Andrew Dominickis analyzed. Although the film apparently presents a pathological rep-
resentation of Marilyn Monroe’slife, initsnarrative and visual structureit reproducesthe same male
gaze that reduces the female subject to a desirable image. This research analyzes selected sequences
from Blonde using a qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical approach, using library and In-
ternet resources, and direct observation of the film. The theoretical tool of the research is Mulvey’s
three-dimensional theory of the gaze, which includes the gaze of the male character in the film, the
gaze of the camera, and the gaze of the audience. The analyses show that in key sequences, Monroe
becomes a passive and image-oriented subject, not only in the face of the male gaze of the story, but
alsointhefaceofthecameraandtheaudience. Inthisstructure, thewomanisnotthenarratorbutthe
narrated, not the actor but the gazed upon. The results of this research indicate that the film Blonde,
despiteits critical appearance, still operates within the framework of patriarchal cinema in terms of

cinema language.

Keywords: Laura Mulvey, Andrew Dominick, male gaze, visual pleasure, feminism
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