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This article is derived from the first author’s master’s thesis entitled “A Study
and Analysis ofthe Architectural Ornamentation of the Seyyed Hamzeh Shrine
in Kashmar,” conducted under the supervision of the second and third authors
in the Department of Art Research, Faculty of Art, University of Neyshabur,

andis currently in progress.

Abstract

Architectural ornamentation in Qajar religious monuments represents an integrated system of aesthet-
ic, symbolic, and cultural meanings rather than mere decoration. This study examines the ornamental
system of the Seyyed Hamzeh Shrinein Kashmar, focusing onitsrelationship with the spatial and archi-
tectural structure of themonument. Using a qualitative formal-structural approach based onlibraryre-
search and field studies, the research analyzes tilework, stucco decoration, and inscriptions to identify
their organizing principles. The findings reveal that the ornaments are structured through principles
such as symmetry, repetition, and rhythm, maintaining purposeful relationships with architectural el-
ements. Inscriptions, in particular, function as a link between visual form and symbolic meaning. The
study concludes that the ornamentation system of the shrine reflects Qajar architectural traditions,
where decoration plays an essential role in shaping the spatial identity and symbolic expression of the

religious monument.

Keywords: Qajar Period; Iranian-Islamic Architecture; Seyyed Hamzeh Shrine of Kashmar; Ar-
chitectural Ornamentation; Architectural Motifs
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