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Abstract

Theexpansion of social media has transferred part of secondary school students’everyday experiences,
informallearning, and socialinteractionsintomediaenvironments. Under these circumstances, school
education cannot limit students’ engagement with such environments merely to technical instruction
or protectiverecommendations. The central issue addressed in the present study is how media literacy,
inthe contextof social media and based on the perspective of critical pedagogy, can contributeto there-
alization of holistic education among secondary school students. This study employs a descriptive-an-
alytical method and is based on documentary and library research. The data were collected through an
examination of the theoretical literature on medialiteracy, critical pedagogy, studies concerning social
mediaand students, and the upstream policy documents of the Iranian educational system. The collect-
ed datawerethenexamined through conceptual analysis. The studyaimstoexplaintheeducationalrole
of medialiteracyin students networked lives and clarifyitsrelationship with the six dimensions of edu-
cation. Theanalysis of the sourcesindicates that medialiteracy educationinsocial mediaenvironments
is more consistent with the logic of holistic education when it simultaneously strengthens the critical
analysis of messages, ethical responsibility in the production and redistribution of content, informed
social participation, self-regulationin media consumption, and creative production. From this perspec-
tive, students are not merely audiences in need of protection; rather, they are active agents who should

develop theability to question, evaluate, and make responsible decisionsin networked environments.
Keywords: media literacy, social media, critical pedagogy, holistic education, secondary school
students
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