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Abstract

The sculpture “Siyavash’s Passage Through Fire” (2023) by the Bojnourd-based sculptor Mostafa Ak-
bariis a notable example of contemporary public art in northeastern Iran. Using an open structure,
fragmented forms, and oxidized metal surfaces, the work offers a contemporary reinterpretation of
the myth of Siyavash. Despite the importance of Siyavash’s narrative in Iranian mythology and in the
epic Shahnameh, aesthetic studies of sculptures inspired by this myth—especially in urban public

art—remain limited.

Thisresearch examines how the sculpture visually reinterprets mythological ideas such as passage,
ordeal, and purity through form, cutting techniques, and spatial composition. Using a qualitative
aesthetic-analytical approach based on visual analysis, mythological sources, and documentation
oftheartwork’s creation, the study explores how classical narrative is translated into the language of

contemporary sculpture.

The findings show that through fragmented metal structures, rhythmic cut lines, and the dynam-
icmovement of the horse, the artist creates an “aesthetics of passage” that evokes tension, suffering,
movement, and liberation. The abstraction of facial details and the use of open, fluid forms shift the
workfromnarrativerepresentationtoasensory-spatial experience, reinterpreting themyth through

contemporary artistic language.

Keywords: Sculpture; Myth; Aesthetics; Siyavash’s Passage Through Fire; Mostafa Akbari
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