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Abstract

The Anubaninirockreliefat Sarpol-eZahabisone ofthe earliest visual expressions of political and rit-
ual powerintheancient Near East. Previousstudies havelargely focused onitshistoryorform, leaving
its semiotic and spatial mechanisms underexplored. This study examines how the relief constructs a
visual language of power by integrating image and natural landscape. The central research question
is:Howispower constituted intherelief, and whatrolesdospatial, corporeal, and semioticstructures
play? Using qualitative semioticanalysis, data were gathered through compositional study, high-res-
olutionfieldimages, andliterature on Lullubiart. Results show that power emerges not only from the
figures of theruler, goddess, and captives but from their integration with the natural rock. The cliff’s
elevation and slope create an upward gaze favoring the ruler; the stone’s texture serves as a semiotic
frame; body arrangement establishes hierarchical relations; and the relief’s location acts as a “terri-
torial sign of domination.” Thus, the Anubanini relief is an early example of power constructed and

experienced through space, gaze, and landscape.

Keywords: Ancient Iranian Art, Lullubi Civilization, Anubanini Rock Relief, Visual Semiotics,

Language of Power
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