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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of exoticism in Iranian music from the Naseri era to the
present, within the theoretical frameworks of Orientalism, postcolonial discourse, and aesthetic-
critical approaches. In this context, exoticism is defined as the stereotypical portrayal of “authentic
Iran”in the global cultural market and the musical sphere—functioning more as a vehicle for cultur-
al consumption and external identity construction than as a reflection of lived cultural realities. The
theoretical framework rests on the intersection of Orientalist discourse and the tension between tra-
dition and modernity, adynamic that emerged in the late Qajar period with the introduction of West-
ern forms such as opera and tonality, the transformation of the role of the radif, and the confronta-
tion between preservation and modernization. The research adopts a qualitative, historical-critical
methodology. Data were collected through library research in the fields of music criticism, aesthet-
ics, and socio cultural history, and analyzed to identify the drivers of exoticism. Findings reveal that
cultural globalization, state cultural policies, media perceptions of “authentic music,” and the reduc-
tion of both tradition and modernity to superficial representations have contributed significantly to
the spread of exoticism. These factors are categorized into four main groups: (1) reproduction of Ori-
entalist stereotypes; (2) static sanctification of tradition; (3) formal imitation of Western music; and
(4)neglectof creativerevitalizationof theradifand native musicallanguage. Thestudy concludesthat
an historical, aesthetic, and critical rethinking of both tradition and modernity—alongside a creative
redefinition of the radif as a living platform for innovation—is essential for elevating Iranian music

from a passive object of cultural consumption to an active subject in equitable global dialogue.

Keywords: Exoticism, Iranian traditional music, Identity crisis, Tradition and modernity,

Globalization
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