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Abstract

Digital games, as one of the most prominent branches of digital art, have undergone significant chang-
esin production, consumption, and cultural policy-making during the post-COVID-19 era. The Iranian
game Red Sun represents an effort to integrate visual arts with digital technologies, achieving a distinc-
tiveroleinreflecting Iranian artisticidentity through the support of cultural policiesin this period. This
study, focusing on Red Sun between 2019 and 2023, examines the impact of cultural policies during and
afterthe COVID-19 pandemiconitsvisual and artisticaspects. The main research question is: How have
cultural policies of this era influenced the production and artistic identity of the Red Sun game? The
research method is descriptive-analytical, based on library and documentary sources. The findings
indicate that cultural policies in this period, by providing supportive frameworks and technical infra-
structures, have played a crucial role in enhancing the artistic quality of the game. The incorporation of
indigenous elements in character design, environments, and visual storytelling has strengthened the
sense of cultural identity and distinction in the domestic market. Moreover, the collaboration between
artistic designers and cultural policymakers has fostered synergy between creative expression and cul-
tural objectives, offeringamodel for thedevelopmentof similar projectsinIran’sgameindustry, and po-

tentially influencing future cultural production strategies at both national and regional levels.

Keywords: COVID-19, cultural policy-making, visual arts, digital games, Red Sun game
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