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Abstract

Fromancientmythstomodernnarratives, the “Hero’s Journey” structure has been auniversal template
in storytelling. In response to modern narrative demands, such as those of the television medium (es-
pecially within the condensed format of situation comedy), Dan Harmon, the writer and creator of the
series “Rickand Morty” and “Community,” introduced the “Story Circle” model asa more pragmaticand
optimizedversion ofthe “Monomyth.” Thisresearch, aimingtoexploretheefficacy of thisinnovativean-
alytical framework, introduces and applies it for the first time in Iranian academia. Adopting a qualita-
tive approach with a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines the narrative structure of the
“BasicRocketScience”episodefromtheseries “Community”asacasestudy. Theselection of thisepisode
issignificantasit was created by Harmon himself and serves as a deliberate example of this model’s ap-
plication within the framework of a situation comedy. The findings indicate that the eight-stage struc-
ture of the Story Circle (You, Need, Go, Search, Find, Take, Return, and Change) perfectly and precise-
ly aligns with the events and turning points of the episode’s plot. This model not only maps the physical
and psychological journey of the collective protagonists from a world of “Order” to “Chaos” and back to
anew order, but also functions as an efficient tool for creating a coherent and comedic narrative within
alimited timeframe. The analysis confirms that the Story Circleis a powerful tool for writersin creating
cinematic and television works, aswell asan effective instrument for analystsin deconstructingand an-
alyzing the narrative structure of films and series. Furthermore, this tool can contribute to a deeper un-

derstanding of the thematic layersin episodic works.

Keywords: Story Circle, Dan Harmon, Hero)s Journey, Narrative, Sitcom
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1.Joseph Campbell
2.Monomyth
3.Hero’sjourney
4.Christopher Vogler
5.The Writer’s Journey
6.Sitcom (situation comedy or situational comedy)
7.Dan Harmon

8.The Story Circle
9.BasicRocket Science
10.Community

11.You

12.Need

13.Go

14.Search

15.Find

16.Take

17.Return

18.Change

19.0rder

20.Chaos

21.Toy Story

22 . Woody
23.BuzzLightyear
24.Greendale

25.Apollo13
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