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Abstract

Despite its significance within postmodern theoretical frameworks, genetic criticism remains vir-
tually unknown in the field of Iranian musical aesthetics. This postmodern mode of critique, which
inquiresinto the process of artistic creation, emphasizes the interactive hypertext of the work (as op-
posed to New Criticism) and explores the transformation of pre-textsinto the final text. It has become

one of the mostimportant critical approachesin recent decades.

This study, based on such a perspective, for the first time undertakes a serious inquiry into the pro-
cessof genesisand textual formation of Shiva — one of the well-known pieces in the santur repertoire,

composed by Abbas Khoshdel.

After outlining the principles, necessity, and background of genetic criticism, the paper introduces
the piece Shivaand examinesits textual structure, which is founded upon several genealogies of sub-
texts. Within this structure, four distinct lineages of subtexts can be identified, each possessing its
own unique semantic-aesthetic function accordingtoits ontological status within the textual frame-

work of Shiva.

Following the explication and analytical exemplification of these subtexts, four fundamental axes of
genetic-critical analysisare presented. Accordingly, the genesis of each of the four subtextuallineag-

esisexamined based ontheaxesof paratextuality, hypertextuality, pretextuality, and architextuality.

Throughout this process, an intertextual perspective is also employed to investigate the relationship
of Shiva with Hossein Dehlavi’s Santur Concerto and Abbas Khoshdel’'s other major work Behesht-e
Yad (Memory of Paradise), in order to reveal the textual motivations underlying the composer’s cre-

ative process in forming the subtexts of Shiva.

Keywords: Genetic criticism, text, subtext, textuality, intertextuality
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