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Abstract

Roman Polanski’s cinema, with its formal and thematic complexities, consistently places its sub-
jectsin paradoxical and challenging situations. The central issue of this study is to examine the role
ofwomen in Polanski’sworksas apivotal elementinadvancingthenarrative and reflecting historical
determinism. The mainresearch questionis: how does Polanskirepresent womenin various forms—
ranging from passive subjects to active agents, from symbols of evil to heroines—and how are these
representations connected to historical, religious, and psychological interpretations? The findings
revealthatPolanskigenerally portrayswomenintwo contrastingimages: ontheonehand, asforces of
eviland seduction, and on the other, as victims who ultimately achieve heroism or redemption. This
duality has its roots in ritualistic perspectives—particularly Christianity—where woman is simulta-
neously the agent of the Fall (Eve) and the savior (the Virgin Mary). Furthermore, through cinematic
techniques such as symbolic framing and camera movements, Polanski places women in psycho-
logically complex situations, where mental disorders like schizophrenia or social isolation redefine
female identity. Consequently, it can be argued that Polanski views women not as independent indi-
vidualsbutashistorical and ideological objects shaped by supra-individual forces—religion, society,
and psychology. Thisresearch employs a descriptive-analytical approach and uses qualitative meth-

odsto explore the role of women in Roman Polanski’s cinema.

Keywords: Roman Polanski, Women, Cinema, Christianity, Subject
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