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The Reflection of Renaissance Aesthetic Elements in John Ruskin’s Art
Criticism A Spiritual Reading of Visual Truth and Its Conceptual Affinity with the
Wisdom of Islamic Art

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the concept of “visual truth” in John Ruskin’s critical framework and to examine its relationship
with both Renaissance aesthetic elements and the principles of the wisdom of Islamic art. In light of the epistemological shifts
in art criticism during the nineteenth century and the gradual departure from sacred foundations, this research seeks to illustrate
how Ruskin’s thought—emerging as a major critical voice against modernist currents—endeavors to restore the connection
between beauty, sincerity, meaning, and truth.

The central research question is as follows: How can the constitutive elements of the concept of visual truth in John Ruskin’s
system of art criticism be examined in relation to the principles of the wisdom of Islamic art and Renaissance aesthetics in
order to establish a meaningful conceptual dialogue between these frameworks?

This qualitative study is conducted through conceptual analysis, with data gathered via library research and theoretical
literature. The analytical framework is structured in three primary stages: a re-reading of Renaissance aesthetics as the historical
foundation; an analysis of Ruskin’s spiritually oriented critical structure; and a conceptual comparison of this structure with
the semantic framework of Islamic artistic wisdom.

The findings reveal that visual truth in Ruskin’s critique is grounded in three core principles: ethical and humble observation
of nature, fidelity in the representation of phenomena, and spiritual perception of truth. Despite its Western roots, this structure
exhibits significant conceptual overlap with key tenets of Islamic art—such as semantic authenticity, sacred order, and the unity
of form and meaning. In this context, beauty is not merely a sensory phenomenon, but a manifestation of existential sincerity
and spiritual insight—an approach that offers new potential for rethinking contemporary art criticism.

Keywords: John Ruskin, Visual Truth, Art Criticism, Renaissance Aesthetics, Wisdom of Islamic Art, Spiritual Sincerity.
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