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A Study on the Nature of Beauty and Ugliness in Contemporary Art

Abstract

Art in the contemporary era displays clear and astonishing differences from what was formerly referred to as art in past eras.
While artworks of the past still retain their artistic value, today there are creations being presented in the realm of art that
previous generations would have never considered as belonging to the category of art. This shift has sparked intense debates
regarding the nature of art. This research, taking into account discussions on the nature of art, beauty, and ugliness, examines
these concepts and their functions in contemporary art. The study aims to explore the artist’s intention in portraying various
forms of beauty and ugliness in contemporary artworks. It employs a descriptive-analytical method, relying on written
documents and credible online sources.

The findings of this research indicate that modern art has thoroughly altered the millennia-old definitions of art. Many things
we today consider as artworks seem to have no connection to aesthetics. Some argue that contemporary art is devoid of aesthetic
value. Contemporary art offers a novel conception of space and time, in which formal aesthetics and visual beauty have
diminished roles. Since the 1960s, artists have sought to abandon traditional criteria of art and beauty in favor of new
experiences. Today, beauty is embedded within the artwork itself—emerging when, from within the material of the artwork, a
world opens outward and the structure of the artwork takes shape.
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