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Exploring the Opportunities and Threats of the Symphony-Writing Phenomenon in the
Contemporary Iranian Music Scene

Abstract

The issue of symphony-writing has recently gained traction in Iran, prompting a critical and diagnostic examination in this
article to identify both its constructive and destructive aspects. This study highlights the opportunities and threats that the
phenomenon of symphony-writing may bring about within Iran’s contemporary musical society.

If symphonic music is promoted through appropriate cultural policy and introduced thoughtfully by the country’s senior cultural
policymakers, it can serve as a powerful tool to elevate public cultural awareness. However, without such groundwork,
symphony-writing may negatively impact the music economy, audience taste, and managerial approaches to commissioned
works. Furthermore, it could distort the authentic foundations of the symphonic tradition as it has evolved throughout music
history. This concern is particularly relevant in today’s Iranian society, where many masters of traditional and regional Iranian
music have been marginalized in the shadow of culturally alien commissioned symphonic projects.

The article concludes with concise recommendations aimed at transforming this phenomenon from a threat into an opportunity
for cultural and artistic development.
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