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A Visual and Expressive Study of the Subjective Self in 17th-Century Iranian and Dutch
Painting

Abstract

The presence of the subjective self in painting serves as a powerful artistic tool, allowing artists to creatively and personally
express their experiences, emotions, and thoughts. This study explores the expression and visualization of the subjective self
in 17th-century Iranian and Dutch paintings from both expressive and visual perspectives. The research method is analytical
with a historical and cultural approach. Data was gathered from library sources, followed by interpretive analysis to examine
the relationship between the subjective self and the visual and expressive elements in the selected artworks.

The findings demonstrate that painting in both cultures, through the use of color, light and shadow, composition, and
symbolism, effectively conveyed complex emotional and mental states. These visual strategies played a significant role in
reflecting and shaping the cultural and artistic landscapes of both regions.

Keywords:Visual arts, hope, resilience, personal development.



