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The Qajar-Era Kmancheh: Repertoire and its Repertoire and its Relation
to Classical and Popular Musical Domains

Abstract

In this study, the repertoire of the kamancheh, has been examined from the perspective of its relationship with the classical and
popular Iranian music. For this purpose, first, the issue of the separation of the popular and classical Music in the Qajar period
has been briefly reviewed, and then, the repertoire factor has been determined as the main distinguishing characteristic of the
use of the kamancheh in these two music. Thus, the kamancheh in classical music is distinguished from popular music by the
teaching and performance of the Radif, as the executive-educational repertoire of this period. Along with this issue, the contexts
of the musicians' activities and performances have also been examined as another distinguishing factor. Next, the lives and
activities of the kamancheh players of the Qajar period have been examined, and from this perspective, their repertoire, learning,
and relationship with various urban traditions of Classical music have been analyzed. According to this study, the hypothesis
is put forward at the end that the kamancheh, at the beginning of the Qajar period, had a more prominent presence in the popular
Music and gradually, by forming its own special executive-educational repertoire(Radif), it established its position in the
classical Music.

Keywords: Kmancheh, Qajar Period, Popular Music, Classical Music, Radif, Repertoire.
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