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Iranian Identity in the Works of Ruhollah Khaleghi with a Focus on the Anthem “Ey
Iran”

Abstract

Ey Iran, an iconic Iranian anthem composed by Ruhollah Khaleghi with lyrics by Hossein Gol-Golab, is widely recognized as
a symbol of Iranian national identity in the contemporary era. This study aims to analyze the role of the anthem’s music and
poetry in the reconstruction of Iranian identity and to examine its connection with the traditions of Iranian music. The research
adopts a qualitative methodology, employing a hermeneutic approach to investigate both the musical and social dimensions of
the anthem. In this context, various historical, analytical, and theoretical sources—including the works of Hans-Georg Gadamer
and Bruce Ellis Benson—are utilized to explore the meanings of tradition, improvisation, and musical dialogue as reflected in
performances of Ey Iran.

The findings reveal that the anthem draws heavily from traditional Iranian elements, particularly the Shur modal system, while
simultaneously incorporating modern orchestral and poetic structures. This synthesis of tradition and modernity renders Ey
Iran a dynamic and living symbol of Iranian identity, capable of being reinterpreted across different historical moments.
Furthermore, from a sociological perspective, each performance of Ey Iran functions as a collective ritual through which
participants engage in re-creating the meaning of national identity. The study also highlights how collective improvisation, as
theorized by Benson, fosters the continual evolution of this identity in relation to the socio-cultural context of each performance.

Keywords: Ruhollah Khaleghi, Hossein Gol-Golab, Ey Iran, national identity, hermeneutics.
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