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Study on the Audience’s Position in the Artworks of the Pioneering
Minimalist Artists in the 1960s

Abstract

New artistic movements emerged in the 1960s in order to challenge aesthetic principles of modern art.
In between in artistic movements, Minimalism appeared in New York as a reaction against abstract
expressionism painting. Minimalism played an important role in the transition of art from modernism
to postmodernism and founded new doctrines. Artist-centrism was one of the values of modern art that
Minimalism challenged it and led it to audience-centrism. While viewer had no position in the modern
art, but its role changed in minimal art, and he was considered as source of perception; so artistic objects
were made with concentrating on the concrete experience and perception of works. With regard to
audience-centrism of Minimalist objects and importance of spectator’s realistic presentence in front of
installations, this paper has been written with aim of recognition theoretical principles and approach of
Minimalist artists on getting the attention and focusing on the audience's presentence in their works.
This article by using of descriptive methods and collecting data in library method, seeks to answer these
questions: Is there a philosophical idea back of the Minimalist artworks on the attention of beholder's
participation and his real presentence in the works? What information did the pioneering Minimalist
artists intend to give the audience when he faced with their works? The results show that significance
of presence of the beholder in the Minimalistic works is indebted to theoretical writings and
phenomenological ideas of French philosopher Maurice Merleau-Ponty; and also the viewer's physical
experience around Minimalist installations heightens his awareness of the relation of space and itself.

Keywords: Minimalism Art, Audience, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, 1960s, Art of Postmodern.
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