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Description of some Safavid era musicians in Golestan Honar
By Qazi Mir Ahmad Menshi Qomi

Abstract

One of the main issues in studying the history of music in Iran is the need for biographical books and descriptions
of musicians. Although during the Safavid period, due to the attention of kings and princes, biographical writing
was more common than in other eras of Iranian history, we need more sources regarding music, as there is no
independent biography available. Among these, the book Golestan-e Honar by Qazi Mir Ahmad Monshi Qomi, a
historian and poet in Shah Abbas Safavi's court, describes bookbinding artists. However, due to some of these
artists' musical involvement, we can learn about some musicians of the Safavid era. It should be noted that the
author of Golestan-e Honar mentions musicians and their instruments of that time in his work, but not in a specific
and detailed manner. Qazi Mir Ahmad can be considered one of the earliest art critics in the true sense of the
word, and his work can be regarded as the forefront of artistic criticism in the history of Persian literature. Qazi
Ahmad's writing characteristics include clarity of expression, sweet penmanship, and concise yet compelling
prose. Using a descriptive-analytical method and library sources, this research examines Qazi Mir Ahmad's
description in other sources and biographies, then investigates the supporter and the date of composition of the
work. It then presents the work's specifications, list, and versions and describes eight Safavid-era musicians in the
book Golestan-e Honar.

Keywords: Golestan-e Honar, Qazi Mir Ahmad Monshi Qomi, Musicians of the Safavid Era, Biographical
Description, Music of the Safavid Era
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