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The musical policy of the kings of the safavid era in relation to bazmi music

Abstract

The art of Bazmi (Entertainment) music in the Safavid era, apart from its purely ceremonial
and luxurious aspect among most of the Safavid kings, witnessed a significant growth thanks
to the support provided by kings such as Shah Abbas | and crown princes such as Sultan
Ibrahim Mirza and Sultan Haydar Mirza. This art encountered a decline during the reign of
Shah Tahmasab and Shah Sultan-Hussein due to religious prejudices. Since the life of Bazmi
(Entertainment) music, throughout the musical history of Iran and especially during the Safavid
period, has always been dependent on the attitudes of the kings, therefore, it would be necessary
to be familiar with the way the Safavid kings dealt with the continuation of the life of the Bazmi
music. Undoubtedly, a person may ask that what was the position of the art of Bazmi music in
Safavid royal court and which path did this art take during that era?

This research aims to investigate the position of Bazmi (Entertainment) music in the
royal court of Safavid kings in order to answer a basic question: What effect did the policy of
musicianship of each Safavid king have on the survival of the art of Bazmi music in that era?

This article has been compiled with a descriptive and historical approach, based on
library studies on history of music sources and travelogues. Since Bazmi music was in the
service of the royal court of the Safavid era, the behavior of the kings along with religious
prejudices can be considered as the main factors of the ups and downs of this art.
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