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A study of the folk horror film genre by analyzing two films **Skin"* from
Iran and "'Saher' from American and British cinema.

Abstract

Examining film works in various genres is one of the tools of cultural studies. Considering the cultural diversity
and extent of cinema all over the world, the study of cinematic works from the point of view of new and new
perspectives can lead to new approaches in the field of cultural and historical knowledge of a nation. Considering
its sub-genres, horror cinema is one of the useful and thought-provoking sources in this field. One of these sub-
genres is the folk horror cinema, which has received attention in recent years and thought-provoking works have
been made in it. In this genre, it is possible to trace the cultural and ethnic identity of nations. Myths and folklore
stories are crystallized in horror movies, and religion and climatic features are very influential in developing the
main idea of the filmmaker. In recent years, thought-provoking films have been made in this genre, both in world
cinema and in Iranian cinema. In this research, using the two films "Skin" directed by Bahman and Bahram Ark
from Iranian cinema and the film "Saher" directed by Robert Eggers, we will introduce and examine the folk
horror genre. In this research, we seek to answer these questions: What are the distinctive features of this genre
of cinema and how does it appear in different cultures and countries? What cultural, historical and mythological
elements and elements do the films made in this artistic movement represent? What are the similarities and
differences between them? How can these elements be used in cultural and even social analyzes of societies?
According to the results obtained in this research, this movie genre has a great potential for cultural and folklore
studies, and by properly analyzing and examining the deep layers of these movies, new knowledge can be gained
in the field of myths, religion and The old ideas and beliefs that are popular among the people of distant regions
from the past and until today. This research has been done using library sources and analytical method and
observation of cinematographic works.
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