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Title
Parody: A Metahistorical re-reading of The Four Boxes play by Bahram Beyzai.

Abstract

This study analyzes the parodic approach to the structure of theatrical language based on the idea
of linguistic turn and its great importance in modern history play styles. The question is how we
can make history more relevant to the audience using the potentialities of the language s in a script?
A combination of linguistics and philosophy of history theories forms the basis for this study;
hence we will first give a brief description of Metahistoriography and the concept of verbal parody,
and then we will analyze its function in the Four Boxes play. In history plays that history is not the
plot and it is just a context for description and criticism of the situation or people’s behavior, the
language style matters. The results of the present study show that the play of Four Boxes uses the
parody as a linguistic tool to enable the audience to ask questions about history. The verbal and
behavioral parody engages the audience through words and actions and brings out the truth behind
the words, jokes, and exaggerations. This study is descriptive and analytical research using library
research data collection strategy.

History has always been an important part of human life. Discovering the time and the changes
that each passing moment brings to the world has led to exploring the concept of life, and narrating
and investigating the past has become part of human’s intellectual abilities. Until the Y Ath century,
this matter was only concerned with historical stories and myths. History became part of science
by the concern of the concept. People wanted to know about what happened in the past. Fiction
stories were no longer used and the concept of causality was updated to a new version. The
scientists, and philosophers, arguments about the way that history should be narrated lasted till the
mid-Y + " century. However, they agreed on the fact that a historical narrative makes it possible for
us to experience the unrepeatable history in numerous new versions and concepts. After the second
world war in the mid-Y+™ century, the arguments about the intellectual, philosophical, and
challenging concept of reality rather than objective realities or historical reports. The only way out
was through literature considering the literary form to discover concepts or come closer to reality .
Concept of the reality has brought about great changes to historical narrative and drawn attention
to other elements such as the narrative potentiality of the language.

Literature changed the structure of the historical narrative. Hayden White, an American
philosopher, and historian in the tradition of literary criticism in the early Y4V:s played a
significant role in the idea of Metahistorioghraphy and replaced certainty and historical documents
with an understanding of literacy. He claimed that we can understand historical events only by
using the literary form and plot and give meaning to the unrepeatable history by using the
potentiality of the language. Later He wrote New Historicism to explain his idea .

In this study, we use parody which is a dramatic verbal exaggeration by focusing on the Four
Boxes play by Bahram Beyzai to address this question that how it is possible to use the potentiality
of a language to think and give meaning to what people have done throughout history without
referring to any specific historical event .
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The Four Boxes play is a two-act play script that implies part of a historical-cultural event using
symbols and potentiality of the language to create meaning or similarity .

Our analysis of this play shows that according to the parodic potentiality of language a historical
narrative in form of a report or recitation cannot be compared with a play in terms of displaying
the details of human action throughout history. Utterances, verbal signs, and body language of the
actors were designed to engage the audience interpenetrating and finding similarities to understand
the hidden concepts. The results of this study show that a concept is formed by unusual forms of
contexts such as utterances, syntax, body language, tune, sounds, and background.

Keywords: Metahistoriography, Parody, The Four Boxes, Bahram Beyzai
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