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Female roles in Ashigi Narratives, Case studies: "*Asli and Karam'* and
"*'Shah Ismail and Arab Zangi"'

Abstract

Women have always been present in social phenomena in the ancient Turkic society due to the nomadic lifestyle
and cultural values. Ashigi music as one of the social and musical traditions among Turkic people, has been
influenced by women and female roles in various aspects, but these female roles have not been under enough
attention in the previous researaches. Female roles in the narratives (these narratives are the most important parts
of the Ashiqgi repertoire) have always been the main pillars and were equally important as the male roles. This
research is qualitative and based on content description and analysis by referring to the written sources and
fieldwork. The purpose of this research is revealing hidden female aspects in the stories (exclusively Asli and
Karam and Shah Ismail and Arab Zangi narratives). The results show that womens’ roles are inseperable from
Ashiqgi narratives, some of these roles are main and the others are peripheral. A musical hypothesis has also been
examined that if there are specific patterns in female motifs whether in musical performance or in Ashiqgs’ verbal
behavior. The results of the interviews and examining Havas indicate that there is no noticeable musical difference
in the sections related to women in comparison to the male episodes.

Key words: Ashigi music, Ashigi narratives, female roles, Asli and Karam narrative, Shah Ismail and Arab Zangi
narrative.
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