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A modal look at devices (dastgah) under the Shur set in Mirza Abdollah’s Radif (Row)

Abstract

A Corner (Gosheh) is the smallest independent part of music Radif (row) and is divided into three categories:
Mode (modus), Melodic and Metric. Modus corners are those corners that have independent dongs or dong
combination. Also, such type of corners include non-modus corners (Melodic and Metric. Since modus corners
have specific template, act independently and constitute main framework and body of a Dastagh (device) concept,
therefore understanding the modus structure of each of this types of corners is necessary. Given the importance
and place of modus corners in musical Radif (Row), this type of corners play the most important role in musical
improvisation and melody creaing compared to other types of corners such as melodic and metric one.

This paper enjoys descriptive and analytical research methods. Meantime, data and information have been
collected based on the first author's field research during his associate and bachelor's degree in music, as well as
the books he authored in this field.

Modus corners are the most important types of corners in each Dastagh of musical Radif. Their importance is to
the extent that some modus corners, in addition to playing a role in creating a melody, also have the function in
shaping the mode and turning the tone from one Dastgah concept to another. Therefore, the knowledge and
understanding of each Dastgah in the music Radif requires the knowledge of the types of corners, especially the
modus corners in that Dastgah.

Keywords: Dastgah, Corner, Abuata, Bayat Turk, Afshari, Dashti, Bayat Kord.



