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A Study over the real time in photos of war from Bergson’s point of view
with emphasis on Roger Fenton and Sasan Moayedi’s photos

Abstract

Understanding the concept of time has always been of interest to humans and so several theories have been
proposed in this field. One of them is related to the great French philosopher Henri Bergson. According to his
theory, time or duration has nothing to do with place and space. From his point of view, "real time" or "duration”
is a sequence of characteristics of states of being. In this regard, | can mention the human interest in recording
time. The camera was highly regarded for this task due to the time it took to capture the image, compared. In the
meantime, wars were one of the scenes that the general public did not know much about and were very exciting
for the audience. Taking photos in war, which for the first time was done by Roger Fenton from the Crimean War,
can be considered as the starting point for this genre of photography. Many wars were photographed by different
photographers. But for Iranians, one of the most fateful recent wars has been the eight-year imposed war of Iraq
against Iran. Photographers have photographed various scenes around it. One of them is Sasan Moayedi .

How can Bergson's philosophical theory about real time be proven by examining and comparing Sasan's photos
of the imposed war and Fenton's photos of the Crimean War? How can the photo of war go beyond its time? How
is the image of war constantly repeating itself, regardless of linear time?

This research is to reach the concept of real time in war photos by comparing the photos.

The research method is analytical-descriptive and the method of gathering information is a combination of library
and field methods .

Finally, we will see the concept of Duration in Bergson's theory is visible when comparing the photos of Fenton
and Moayedi.

Keywords: Time Philosophy, Duration, War Photography, Crimean War, Chemical Bombi.



