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Iconography of the South Rose Window in Chartres Cathedral
Abstract

The Gothic era was a period of profound transformation in European society and came into existence in what
was called the Age of Faith. Located 90 kilometers southwest of Paris, the city of Chartres hosts the Cathedral
of Notre-Dame de Chartres, one of the most significant structures of the High Gothic period. This cathedral is
renowned for being the first advanced Gothic building and is famous for its intricate stained glass windows,
which feature a wide array of designs. These stained glass windows feature motifs and icons that reflect the
narratives, symbols, and cultural and ritual themes of their time, the analysis of which provides valuable
insights into the cultural and ritual characteristics of that era. Among these notable works is the South Rose
Window. This article is derived from the M.A. thesis titled: Iconography of Chartres Cathedral Stained Glass
Windows in Order to Design Shawl and Scarf, and aims to analyze the motifs of the South Rose Window. The
article attempts to understand the cultural, artistic, and religious context through the iconographic method.
Given the significance of this religious art, a descriptive-historical approach was employed, relying on library-
based research and using iconographic method to analyze the stained glass motifs of the South Rose Window.
The results revealed that these motifs were not merely decorative but served a functional purpose in conveying
the messages of the Bible. At a time when literacy rates were low, these windows were designed as powerful
symbols of faith within the church. They were sometimes given as gifts by well-known people. In some cases,
they were created by different guilds and, at times, used commercially. The entire community contributed to
the support, construction, and funding of Chartres Cathedral, which remains a masterpiece of artistic and
cultural heritage today.

Keywords: Iconography, stained glass art, Gothic, Chartres Cathedral, south rose window
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